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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-14, and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Kim et al US Patent 5666271. 

Regarding claim 1, Kim et al discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a body having top and bottom sides and an end(for example, see element 1, Figs 2-4); 

a plurality of engagement elements(for example, see elements 10, 1 1a, 11b, Figs 2-4) 

configured to engage the corresponding structure of the electronic equipment enclosure 

so that when the card guide is completely installed in the electronic equipment 

enclosure, the card guide is attached to the electronic equipment enclosure in a 

fastenerless arrangement, 

at least one engagement element being attached to each of the top and bottom sides of 
the body and the end of the body(for example, see elements 10, 11a, 11b, Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured to engage the 
corresponding structure of the electronic equipment enclosure so that when the card 
guide is completely installed in the electronic equipment enclosure, the card guide is 
attached to the electronic equipment enclosure in a fastenerless arrangement], it has 
been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is 
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intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art 
apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed structural limitations. 
Regarding claim 2, Kim et al discloses wherein at least one of the engagement 
elements is configured to permanently engage the corresponding structure of the 
electronic equipment enclosure(for example, see elements 10, 11a, 11b, Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured to permanently engage 
the corresponding structure of the electronic equipment enclosure], it has been held that 
a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be 
employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et 
al) satisfying the claimed structural limitations. 

Regarding claim 3, Kim et al discloses wherein the at least one engagement element 
attached to the top side of the body is configured to operably interact with a self 
clinching tie mount(for example, see elements 10, 11a, 11b, Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured to operably interact with a 
self clinching tie mount],it has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in 
which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. 

Regarding claim 5, Kim et al discloses wherein at least one of the engagement 
elements is integral with the body of the card guide(for example, see elements 10, 1 1a, 
11b, Figs 2-4). 
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Regarding claim 6, Kim et al discloses wherein the body defines at least one channel 
configured and arranged to receive an edge of a card when the card guide is installed in 
the electronic equipment enclosure(for example, see elements 1 Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured and arranged to receive 
an edge of a card when the card guide is installed in the electronic equipment 
enclosure], it has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a 
claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed 
apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. 

Regarding claim 7, Kim et al discloses wherein the body is configured to removably 
receive an adapter element, selective use of the adapter element facilitating definition of 
at least first and second card storage configurations (for example, see elements 1 Figs 
2-4). 

Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured to removably receive an 
adapter element, selective use of the adapter element facilitating definition of at least 
first and second card storage configurations]^ has been held that a recitation with 
respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does 
not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying 
the claimed structural limitations. 

Regarding claim 8, Kim et al discloses wherein the body defines a plurality of channels 
on at least one side, so as to facilitate definition of a plurality of card storage levels(for 
example, see channels in elements 1 Figs 2-4). 
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Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[...so as to facilitate definition of a 
plurality of card storage levels], it has been held that a recitation with respect to the 
manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate 
the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed 
structural limitations. 

Regarding claim 9, Kim et al discloses wherein the card guide is configured for use in 
both vertical and horizontal card cages(for example, see elements 1 Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured for use in both vertical and 
horizontal card cages], it has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in 
which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. 

Regarding claim 10, Kim et al discloses an apparatus comprising: 
a plurality of engagement elements(for example, see elements 10, 1 1a, 1 1 b, Figs 2-4), 
the plurality of engagement elements being comprising a portion of one of: the plurality 
of card guides(for example, see elements 1, Figs 2-4), and, the electronic equipment 
enclosure; and corresponding structure configured to interact with the plurality of 
engagement elements, the corresponding structure comprising a portion of one of: the 
plurality of card guides; and, the electronic equipment enclosure(for example, see 
elements 3,4,6, Figs 2-4). 
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Regarding claim 11, Kim et al discloses wherein the plurality of engagement elements 
are defined by the plurality of card guides(for example, see elements 1,10, 11a, 11b, 
Figs 2-4). 

Regarding claim 12, Kim et al discloses wherein the corresponding structure is defined 
by the electronic equipment enclosure(for example, see elements 3,4,6, Figs 2-4). 
Regarding claim 13, Kim et al discloses wherein at least one of the plurality of 
engagement elements is configured to operably interact with a self clinching tie 
mount(for example, see elements 10, 1 1a, 1 1b, Figs 2-4). 

Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured to operably interact with a 
self clinching tie mount], it has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in 
which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. 

Regarding claim 14, Kim et al discloses an apparatus comprising: 
a body having top and bottom sides and an end(for example, see element 1 , Figs 2-4);; 
plurality of engagement elements(for example, see elements 10, 1 1a, 1 1b, Figs 2-4) 
configured to engage the corresponding structure of the electronic equipment enclosure 
so that when the card guide is completely installed in the electronic equipment 
enclosure, the card guide is attached to the electronic equipment enclosure in a 
fastenerless arrangement, at least one engagement element being attached to each of 
the top and bottom sides of the body and the end of the body(for example, see 
elements 10, 1 1a, 1 1b, Figs 2-4), and the at least one engagement element attached to 
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the top side of the body being configured to operably interact with a self clinching tie 
mount(for example, see elements 10, 1 1a, 1 1b, Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured to engage the 
corresponding structure of the electronic equipment enclosure so that when the card 
guide is completely installed in the electronic equipment enclosure, the card guide is 
attached to the electronic equipment enclosure in a fastenerless arrangement], it has 
been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is 
intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art 
apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed structural limitations. 
Regarding claim 16, Kim et al discloses wherein at least one of the engagement 
elements is integral with the body of the card guide(for example, see elements 10, 1 1a, 
11b, Figs 2-4). 

Regarding claim 17, Kim et al discloses wherein the body defines at least one channel 
configured and arranged to receive an edge of a card when the card guide is installed in 
the electronic equipment enclosure (for example, see elements 1 Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured and arranged to receive 
an edge of a card when the card guide is installed in the electronic equipment 
enclosure],it has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a 
claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed 
apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. 
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Regarding claim 18, Kim et al discloses wherein the body is configured to removably 
receive an .adapter element, selective use of the adapter element facilitating definition of 
at least first and second card storage configurations (for example, see elements 1 Figs 
2-4). 

Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured to removably receive an 
adapter element, selective use of the adapter element facilitating definition of at least 
first and second card storage configurations], it has been held that a recitation with 
respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does 
not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying 
the claimed structural limitations. 

Regarding claim 19, Kim et al discloses wherein the body defines a plurality of 
channels on at least one side, so as to facilitate definition of a plurality of card storage 
levelsffor example, see channels in elements 1 Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[...so as to facilitate definition of a 
plurality of card storage levels],it has been held that a recitation with respect to the 
manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate 
the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed 
structural limitations. 

Regarding claim 20, Kim et al discloses wherein the card guide is configured for use in 
both vertical and horizontal card cagesffor example, see elements 1 Figs 2-4). 
Moreover, regarding the intended use recitation[... configured for use in both vertical and 
horizontal card cages], it has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in 
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which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus(Kim et al) satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Kim et al US Patent 5666271 in view of LaMothe et al US Patent 6771513. 

Regarding claim 4, Kim et al discloses the instant claimed invention except wherein 

the card guide substantially comprises one of: polycarbonate, and, a composition of 

carbon and polytetratluoroethylehe. 

LaMothe et al discloses an apparatus wherein a card guide substantially comprises one 
of: polycarbonate (for example, see elements 50, Figs 2-5, see column 5, lines 50-56) 
and, a composition of carbon and polytetratluoroethylene. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have formed the card guide comprising comprises one of: 
polycarbonate, and, a composition of carbon and polytetratluoroethylene as taught by 
LaMothe et al in the apparatus as taught by Kim et al as polycarbonate is widely used in 
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making card guides because polycarbonate is strong, flexible, inexpensive to 
manufacture, as well as, lightweight 

Regarding claim 15, Kim et al discloses the instant claimed invention except wherein 
the card guide substantially comprises one of: polycarbonate, and, a composition of 
carbon and polytetratluoroethylene. 

LaMothe et al discloses an apparatus wherein a card guide substantially comprises one 
of: polycarbonate (for example, see elements 50, Figs 2-5, see column 5, lines 50-56) 
and, a composition of carbon and polytetratluoroethylene. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have formed the card guide comprising comprises one of: 
polycarbonate, and, a composition of carbon and polytetratluoroethylene as taught by 
LaMothe et al in the apparatus as taught by Kim et al as polycarbonate is widely used in 
making card guides because polycarbonate is strong, flexible, inexpensive to 
manufacture, as well as, lightweight. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dameon E. Levi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2105. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. (9:00 - 5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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